
June 5, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. in the Norman County Court Room with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  The meeting had been originally scheduled for June 2nd, but was rescheduled out of respect for the Holte 
family and Commissioner Nathan Redland.   All commissioners were in attendance.    
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the addition of Sheriff 
Jeremy Thornton at 11:10 a.m. regarding the 10-year leave of absence he was granted from his Deputy position in 2010.           
A/T Hanson added that she had a resolution prepared for establishing the Absentee Ballot, Mail Ballot and UOCAVA 
Board as well as addressing the OHV GIA Contract that was tabled at the May 21st meeting.   Donna also noted she would 
be requesting authorization to pay the Bank of the West credit card billing which came in too late to be included with this 
batch of Commissioners bills, but would be paid late if we wait until the next board meeting, since that had been 
adjusted at the beginning of the year.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with changes.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if commissioners had a chance to read the minutes of the last meeting.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 21st meeting as presented.  Commissioner Gunderson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought before the board a Resolution Establishing an Absentee Ballot, Mail Ballot and UOCAVA Board for 
the Primary Election.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adopt CR 06-02-2020-1, a Resolution Establishing an 
Absentee Ballot, Mail Ballot and UOCAVA Board for the Primary Election.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion 
and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously and is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
Chairman Hall then asked if the board members had the opportunity to review the bills.  Commissioner Gunderson made 
a motion to approve the bills as presented,  
 
Revenue - $ 16,386.27   Road & Bridge - $ 137,110.01  Building - $ 1,123.00 
 
Forfeited Tax - $ 390.00   Public Health - $150.00   County Homes - $288.74 
 
TOTAL:  $ 155,448.02 Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
A/T Hanson then addressed the board with regard to an additional bill which came in after the Commissioners warrants 
had been run, which would be late if we held it until the next board meeting for approval, one from Bank of the West for 
a credit card issued to the Sheriff’s Dept.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to allow payment of the credit card bill 
for Bank of the West in the amount of $167.00 along with routine Friday bills.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:25 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, provided the board with a COVID-19 update.  Ms. Kjono noted that testing 
continues, and they are recommending that residents and staff perform self-screening on a daily basis before they go out 
in the community.   Ms. Kjono noted that her staff is working on more outreach and education within the community; 
and looking at an enhanced role working with businesses as the county moves forward with opening up.  Sarah also 
noted that long-term they are looking at a Regional Healthcare Coalition to do testing, noting that Essentia Health would 
likely be contracted for this.  Director Kjono also noted that WIC Clinics are still being done over the phone or virtually 
and appear to be going well.   
 
Commissioner Hall inquired about antibody testing, and Director Kjono noted they were not focusing on that at the 
present time.  Galen Cariveau, HR, inquired as to the procedure should an employee test positive.  Director Kjono noted 
they should contact NMPH right away to begin contact tracing and self-quarantine procedures.   
 
At 9:45 a.m. Director Kjono distributed a Proposed Reopening Plan for Norman County Services and Functions, noting 
that the county board had closed the facilities to the public beginning March 19th at 4:30 p.m.  The county has maintained 
serving the public through online communications, phone and mail service to the extent allowed by the State of 
Minnesota.   
 
Sarah noted that Phase 1 would have a partial reopening to the public with limited access, doors remaining locked with 
in-person services available by appointment only.  Encourage online, phone and remote services to the public when 
possible and staff remain teleworking if possible per the Governor’s Stay Safe MN Plan.  Discussion on cleaning of high 
traffic areas as well as staff cleaning in individual departments on a routine basis was held.  After limited discussion, 
Phase 1 of the planned reopening was agreed upon to begin on June 8th.   
 
At 10:07 a.m. Keith Berndt, County Highway Engineer, presented his agenda to the board.  Keith did note that Lou Tasa, 
of MnDOT was in attendance today.  Keith noted that Lou would be retiring from his position with MnDOT as of July 7, 
2020.  Lou noted that he had enjoyed working with the County Board of Commissioners in the past and noted that 
interviews were being held in the next few days so hopefully a replacement for his position would be found soon.     
 
The first item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the bid results from the bid opening on May 19th for asphalt overlay 
projects for CSAH 25, 34, 46, 50 and 51.   Engineer Berndt noted that the low bid was from Mark Sand and Gravel of 
Fergus Falls, in the amount of $1,502,515.72 and asked the county board to accept the low bid and award the contract to 
Mark Sand and Gravel.   Commissioner Redland made a motion to accept the low bid from Mark Sand and Gravel and 



award the contract to Mark Sand and Gravel of Fergus Falls in the amount of $1,502,515.72 for the asphalt overlay 
projects on CSAH 25, 34, 46, 50 and 51.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Engineer Berndt then brought back before the board the authorization to advertise for a replacement employee for the 
Gary Shop as this had been put on hold at the last board meeting.  Engineer Berndt noted that if a replacement employee 
was not allowed, equipment would be sitting idle when they were hauling gravel, or plowing snow, etc, and he also noted 
that it was particularly nice to have this individual when vacations were scheduled, etc.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
inquired as to whether this position could be filled with a part-time person when there was heavy snow fall, or flood 
related issues when there was more urgency, possibly even with a retired Highway Dept employee?   Commissioner 
Redland questioned whether it would be more beneficial to hire a replacement employee, and limit purchases of further 
equipment for the rest of the year, and possibly next year.  After additional discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to allow the engineer to advertise for a replacement employee for the Gary Shop.  Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and on vote there were 4 ayes and 1 opposed, that being Commissioner Bommersbach.  Motion 
was approved.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda were the Highway Department Summer Hours.  He noted that during the 
summer the majority of the staff works 4 – 10-hour days, Monday thru Thursday, with the Highway Dept Office remaining 
open until 4:30 p.m. on Fridays.  He was seeking authorization to close the Highway Dept Office at noon on Fridays, 
noting that they don’t have much traffic at the office on Friday afternoons, and he felt this would be acceptable.  He also 
noted that Ada City Hall is closed at noon on Fridays, and many businesses close early on Fridays.  After considerable 
discussion, the consensus was to keep the office open until 4:30 p.m. Monday – Friday, year- round.   
 
The next item brought forward by Engineer Berndt was the idea of contracting to use mastic to fill settled transverse 
cracks on CSAH 19 as well as contracting to seal cracks on CSAH 36 and CSAH 38, as they felt it would be too difficult to 
maintain social distancing, etc with hiring the usual summer help to work on crack sealing.  Engineer Berndt provided bids 
from three vendors and recommended accepting the low bid from Bargen Incorporated of Mountain Lake, MN, in the 
amount of $85,775.00 for mastic crack repairs on CSAH 19 and accept the low bid from Northwest Asphalt and 
Maintenance in the amount of $35,304.25 for crack sealing on CSAH 36 and CSAH 38.  Commissioner Redland made a 
motion to accept the low bid from Bargen, Incorporated of Mountain Lake, MN in the amount of $85,775.00 for mastic 
crack repairs on CSAH 19.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Gunderson then made a motion to accept the low bid from Northwest Asphalt and Maintenance of Thief 
River Falls, MN for crack sealing on CSAH 36 and CSAH 38 in the amount of $35,304.25.  Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the contract for the CSAH 20 bridge replacement to Olson Construction 
of Thief River Falls in the amount of $239,575.20.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to award the contract for the 
CSAH 20 bridge replacement to Olson Construction of Thief River Falls.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.   
 
Kelly Kappes, custodian, entered the board meeting to address the fact that he has ordered hand sanitizer as well as 
dispensers, along with rubbing alcohol for use in the reopening, however, it has not yet been delivered and very well is 
going to be back ordered.   
 
At 10:25 a.m. Chairman Hall noted it would be a good time for a short break.   
 
At 10:40 a.m. the board addressed the opening on the Wild Rice Watershed District Board of Managers as advertised in 
the Norman County Index, Twin Valley Times and The Promoter due to the term expiration of Greg Holmvik.   A/T Hanson 
noted that she had received a letter from Mr. Holmvik expressing his desire to continue serving on the WRWD Board of 
Managers.  Donna noted that she had not received any other letters expressing a desire to serve on the WRWD Board of 
Managers.  Mr. Holmvik was in attendance and addressed the board with his desire to be reappointed to the board of 
managers as well as highlighting a few things that have been accomplished while he has been serving on the board.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the appointment of Gregory Holmvik to the Wild Rice Watershed 
District Board of Managers.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Mr. Holmvik’s term will 
run from April 25, 2020 to April 25, 2023.   
 
At 10:48 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board with the need for legal counsel to negotiate the union 
contracts for the year 2021 and beyond.  Mr. Brue expressed that he would like to see outside legal counsel as has been 
retained in the past through Pemberton.  James stated that he has talked with Kristi Hastings at Pemberton, and either 
she or Josh Heggem would serve Norman County.  After some discussion the consensus of the board was to continue 
with outside legal counsel.   
 
At 10:58 a.m. Jeremy Thornton, Sheriff, addressed the board with regard to the 10 year leave of absence from his Deputy 
Sheriff position which was requested at the October 21, 2010, board meeting and approved to begin on January 3, 2011, 
to become the elected Sheriff of Norman County under M.S. 3.088.  Sheriff Thornton noted that as of June 2, 2020, the 
date of his letter to County Commissioners, he was submitting his resignation as a Deputy of the Norman County Sheriff’s 
Office effective 30 days from this date.  He reiterated that he will continue serving as the elected Sheriff of Norman 
County.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to accept the resignation of Jeremy Thornton from the Deputy 
Sheriff position that he was on leave of absence from, effective in 30 days.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach then brought forward the Off-Highway Vehicle Grant Contract Agreement that had been 
tabled at the May 21st meeting.  A/T Hanson noted that the grant was between the State of Minnesota, acting through 
the Commissioner of Natural Resources and Norman County with total obligation of the State under this contract not to 



exceed $22,150.00 for use on the Agassiz Recreational Trail in Norman County.  Commissioner Bommersbach then made 
a motion to accept the Off-Highway Vehicle Grant In Aid contract agreement in the amount of $22,150.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:05 a.m. Jill Murray, Assessor, addressed the board with regard to the location of the County Board of Appeal and 
Equalization.  Jill noted that she had reserved the Court Room for the meeting to be held Monday, June 22, 2020 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. and continuing until at least 7 p.m.  Jill noted that she had received a couple of appeals in writing 
and was not sure if those individuals would attend the meeting or not due to the pandemic situation.  She also noted that 
she as well as A/T Hanson and Attorney Brue had been served with Tax Court filing paperwork from Timothy Wagner of 
Ada and Pallansch Properties of Twin Valley.   
 
Seeing there were no other matters to address before the board, Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting at 11:10 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


